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To the Superiors and Councils of the Major Entities

PRESENTATION OF THE NEW GENERAL MANUAL FOR THE PROTECTION OF MINORS
AND PERSONS IN VULNERABLE CONDITIONS AND PROTOCOL FOR THE PREVENTION
AND INTERVENTION OF A CRIME OF ABUSE

“It's about helping to form,

throughout the Church, a culture of care,

in which the protection of minors

and people in vulnerable situations

is not considered an externally imposed obligation,
but a natural expression of faith."”

Pope Leo XIV'

Dear Sisters,

We hope that you are well in the mission entrusted to you. We are in contact with you to
"leave in your hands" the new General Manual for the Protection of Minors and Persons
in situations of Vulnerability and Protocol for the Prevention and Intervention in the
Event of a Crime of Abuse. This has been studied and approved by the General Government
on April 28, 2026 for a period of four years, until April 28, 2030.

This document is not just a set of norms, but a pastoral tool designed to strengthen the
culture of care promoted by the Magisterium of the Church. The aim is to ensure that our
communities and pastoral settings are true refuges of safety, where the dignity of each person
is respected and promoted above any other interest.

We recall that, in 2020, the Congregation, guided and animated by the sisters of the General
Government of that time, accepting the strong call of Pope Francis for a greater and real
commitment to the care and protection of minors and persons in situations of vulnerability,
prepared a first General Manual and approved it "ad experimentum", for two years. The time
has come to update it by including the latest regulations indicated by the Church.

' Address of Pope Leo XIV to the Pontifical Commission, Protection of Minors, 16 March 2026.



As Pope Leo XIV expressed in his recent address to the Pontifical Commission for the
Protection of Minors: "Hope prevents us from falling into discouragement; prudence preserves
us from improvisation and superficiality when it comes to addressing the prevention of abuse."

We ask that each Entity draft and finalize its own Manual and Protocol, always based on this
Manual and General Protocol. It will help us to act with the necessary prudence to prevent
evil and with the hope that, through transparency and truth, we can heal and protect the little
ones and people in vulnerable conditions.

This Manual and Protocol for the protection of minors and persons in situations of vulnerability
will be published on our congregational website.

"The protection of minors and persons in situations of vulnerability is not an isolated area of
ecclesial life, but a dimension that cuts across pastoral care, formation, governance and
discipline. Every step forward on this path is a step toward Christ and toward a more
evangelical and authentic Church."”

A fraternal embrace.

Beatriz M? Pereiro Acevedo and Beatriz Salazar Garzén
General Commission for the Protection of Minors and Adults in
Vulnerability

Rome, May 18, 2026.
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